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The California School Dashboard 
In March 2017, the California Department 
of Education launched the California School 
Dashboard.  The Dashboard affected all 
public school districts in California.  This 
is the State’s accountability and continuous 
improvement system.  The system includes 
the eight State priorities that define a quality 
education from a broader perspective 
than a single test score.  The State used an 
accountability evaluation rubric to analyze 
state and local performance standards.  

The California School Dashboard provides 
multiple measures of student performance 
and a more complete picture of students’ 
educational experience.  The Dashboard 
includes academic indicators, progress of 
English learners, college and career indicators, 
high school graduation rate, suspension rate, 
and chronic absenteeism.  A few of these 
measures are still a work in progress at 
the State level.  The academic indicator for 
measuring progress of student achievement 
is the California Assessment of Student 
Performance and Progress (CAASPP) in English language arts and math for grades 3rd through 11th grade. 

The California School Dashboard includes how graduation rates are calculated and how a high school student is determined 
to be college and career ready.  Chronic absenteeism is calculated for each school and the District.  We have included 
information regarding these changes on our District’s website at: http://www.abcusd.us.

On January 21, 2020, we presented information regarding our District’s outcomes on the California School Dashboard at the 
Board of Education Meeting.  To check out our District’s results and individual school results in ABC Unified School District, 
please go to the California Department of Education Web site for the California Accountability Model and School Dashboard 
at http://www.caschooldashboard.org/  » 
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News From Our Schools and Around The District
Board of Education 

Reorganization
The ABC Unified School District Board of Education went  
through its annual reorganization at the December 3, 2019, 
meeting.  Elected officials, community leaders, educators, 
and the District thanked outgoing President Nishii for his 
year of service.

“I’m proud of what the District has accomplished over the past 
year,” said outgoing President Nishii.  “Together, we have worked 
to strengthen the District by hiring mental health professionals at 
all schools and equity training continues across the District within 
our schools and departments. We’ve weighed in on issues like the 
dangers of vaping, and the day of remembrance demonstrated 
how history needs to be deeply taught to our future leaders 
through the eyes of eyewitnesses.  We have much more to do, 
but I leave the President’s seat with a sense of pride, and I look 
forward to working hard as a board member to make sure every 
student can reach his or her dreams.”

The Board elected Dr. Olga Rios to serve as President.   
Dr. Rios is an elementary school principal in the Bellflower 
Unified School District, and the elected representative from 
Trustee Area 6.  Dr. Rios, a Lakewood resident, grew up in 
Hawaiian Gardens and attended ABC schools, graduating from Artesia HS.

“I was raised in ABC schools, and I’m so proud to serve as President,” said Dr. Rios. “My goals remain the same: to see all students succeed, to 
promote equity throughout the District, and to support our hard-working teachers and staff.”

Leticia Mendoza was elected to serve as Vice President. Mrs. Mendoza, representing Trustee Area 1, is a teacher in the Los Angeles 
Unified School District and lives in Artesia. Soo Yoo was elected to serve as Clerk of the Board. Mrs. Yoo, representing Trustee Area 2, 
is the founder and director of a college preparatory academy and resides in Cerritos.

“Outgoing President Nishii has served ABC students well,” said Superintendent Dr. Mary Sieu. “His commitment and tireless efforts made the 
District stronger. Although he will be missed, we know he will continue to serve as an involved board member. We are thrilled to have Dr. Rios serve 
as President. As an educator and product of ABC schools, she brings a unique perspective to the needs of the District.”

More information about the ABC Unified School District’s Board of Education can be found at abcusd.us.  »

Palms ES Veteran’s Day
On November 8, 2019, Palms ES MSW Joshua Pena shared that the day 
started with a meet and greet for veterans with a light breakfast.  Once 
their Friday Spirit Assembly began the veterans were seated in the front.  
The celebration consisted of Joshua Pena explaining to the students 
why we had Monday off, and providing fun facts about veterans.  Next, 
three 6th grade girls read letters they wrote to veterans during library 
rotation.  Mrs. Franco, the Librarian, mailed the letters out to a local 
veteran group.  One of the parents offered to speak to the students 
about why he serves and what his role is in the Army.  After the parent 
spoke they called up each veteran to be recognized.  Each veteran was 
given an American flag pin and a $5 Starbucks gift card, that was donated 
by one of the office secretaries.  Once all veterans were recognized, the 
students were invited to stand with their family member.  »

Education 
Commandments

Parents from Hawaiian Gardens and 
Lakewood graduated from the 10 Education 
Commandments Program.  The last class in 
the series, held at Fedde Academy, concluded 
with a ceremony celebrating the parents’ 
achievement.  Both Karina Martir, Principal 
at Melbourne ES, and Adria Molina, Interim 
Principal at Fedde Academy, were on hand to 
congratulate parents.  This program is designed 
to engage parents, empowering them to be the 
best advocates for their students.  »
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Whitney HS Teacher Susan Wu Selected for Fulbright Hays-Group 
Projects Abroad

Whitney HS Teacher Susan Wu has been accepted as a participant for the Fulbright Hays-Group Projects Abroad (FH-GPA), 
a program for K-12 teachers, administrators, and graduate students.  The FH-GPA seminar-training will be conducted by the 
University of Hawai’i at Manoa’s Center for Philippine Studies in cooperation with the University of San Carlos, Cebu City from  
July 1-August 5, 2020.  »

Gahr Marching Gladiators Take State Championship for  
Sixth Straight Year

The Gahr HS Marching Gladiators, were awarded the California State Band Championship for Division 5A and Divisions 4A/5A/6A on 
Saturday, November 23.  The Marching Gladiators performed “The Joy of Painting” for judges and audience on the field at Huntington 
Beach High School. The group also took home high caption awards for Visual Performance, Music Effect, Visual Effect, and Percussion. 
This year’s win marks the Marching Gladiators’ sixth consecutive state band championship!  »

Wittmann ES & Whitney HS Competed in the First Lego League (FLL) 
Robotics Competition

On November 10, Wittmann ES & Whitney HS competed 
in the First Lego League (FLL) Robotics competition in 
Torrance.  Both schools performed well with Wittmann ES’s 
Ted X Team finishing 8th place and STEM Warriors finishing 
18th.  Whitney HS teams finished 9th and 11th respectively.  
Wittmann’s STEM Warriors received the Judges Award for 
their exemplary teamwork during the competition.  The 
Wittmann ES and Whitney HS teams had a joint partnership 
supporting each other throughout the FLL season.  The 
Wittmann ES teams were coached by Luc Garcia-Oleary, 
Varun Bharadwaj, and the Whitney Robotics Team, who 
spent months preparing for the competition.  »
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News From Our Schools and Around The District
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Bragg ES on KABC-TV
The sixth-grade class from Bragg ES was featured on KABC-TV’s Spark 
of Love Fill the Bus toy drive held at the Los Cerritos Center on Friday, 
December 13.  Reporter Mark Brown saluted the students who had 
brought toys to donate that were purchased with their own money.  
Thank you to the sixth-grade Bobcats for spreading holiday cheer to 
those in need.  »

Next Generation Scientist (NGS) Club 
The Next Generation Scientist Club (NGS) at each middle school in 
ABCUSD is coordinated by science teachers dedicated to encouraging 
students to pursue STEM pathways and careers.  The Club’s focus 
is empowerment: Apply STEM learning beyond the classroom, 
creating connections to high school, college, and careers.  Recently, 
approximately 90 NGS Club students attended a field trip to Cypress 
College.  Students interacted with current college student role models 
with STEM majors through a panel discussion and three engaging career 
related activities.  NGS is looking forward to a field trip to Gahr HS 
in spring.  This year the NGS Club will hold a culminating event to 
continue to empower students.  »

2019 Golden Apple Award
The 2019 Golden Apple Award sponsored by the Los Angeles County 
Office of Education recognizes Head Start teachers who demonstrate 
exemplary early childhood education and teaching practices.  Aloha ES 
Head Start Teacher Sandra Valdez-Soriano was recognized on January 
21 at LACOE. Congratulations Sandra on earning the Golden Apple 
Award!  »

ABC Flu Clinic
On November 7, Health Services nurses had a very successful ABC Flu 
Clinic at Hawaiian ES.  One of the District’s nurses was able to secure 
donations of flu vaccine from Hoag Hospital.  Our schools advertised 
the clinic, a notice was sent out via Peachjar and Aeries to parents 
offering free flu vaccinations.  Our nurses vaccinated 276 students 
and their families.  Thank you to our school nurses for making this  
happen.  »

Leal ES and Gonsalves ES’s National 
Blue Ribbon Ceremony 

Please find a video below produced by Steven Silpa, Video Production 
Specialist, with footage from the National Blue Ribbon Awards 
Ceremonies held at Leal and Gonsalves Elementary Schools. https://
youtu.be/YyhXRQzaxjY.  »

Whitney HS and Cerritos HS 
Recognized by Newsweek

Both Whitney and Cerritos High Schools were recognized 
by Newsweek as two of the top 500 STEM High Schools 
in the nation. Whitney HS was ranked 81st with Cerritos 
HS ranked at 489th. Congratulations to the students, 
families, teachers, and staff who continue to focus on 
STEM education. The article can be found here: http://bit.
ly/35zsh6a.  »

Artesia HS Tours UCI 
Neuroscience Lab

Artesia HS Biomed students toured the UCI Neuroscience 
Lab funded by the Lakewood Education Grant.  The 
students really enjoyed the hands-on learning and they 
especially enjoyed the Graduate Student Panel.  The 
students were really engaged and the bus ride home was full 
of conversations about what they enjoyed, their thoughts 
from the graduate students, and what they hope to do 
moving forward in their education!  »

Fedde MS Teacher Chad  
Laines - Finalist 

Fedde MS Teacher Chad Laines was one of the three 
finalists for the California League of Middle Schools, Region 
11, "Educator of the Year".  The nomination was initiated by 
Mr. Lois and Mr. Laines was selected as one of the finalists.  
The dinner was held on January 15 at the Orange County 
Mining Company Restaurant in Orange.  His family, Gahr 
HS Principal Ricardo Lois, Fedde MS Principal Adria Molina, 
ant Fedde MS teachers attended in support of Mr. Laines.  
It was a very nice evening as they cheered their very own, 
Chad Laines.  Unfortunately, he was not selected as the #1 
Educator of the Year but in their book, he is #1.  »

Maintenance, Operations, & 
Transportation (MOT) 

The MOT Department donated toys, books, and bicycles 
for those in need this season to local firefighters as part 
of the Spark of Love campaign over the holidays.  Video 
Specialist Steven Silpa joined Scott Smith, Communications 
Officer, at this event and developed a great video: https://
youtu.be/Qr8ZrRzFOAo.  »



Community Involvement
Cerritos City Council recognized Gonsalves and Leal Elementary Schools 

for being named National Blue Ribbon Schools

Lakewood May Cut Parks & Recreation Unless Budget Improves
The City of Lakewood is facing a $10 million deficit—about 20% of its annual budget.  Without additional revenue, city officials say 
they may have to reduce recreation programs and park hours, close park facilities and pools, and reduce Sheriff’s services.  Residents 
can learn more about the problem and the proposed solution by viewing a video from Mayor Todd Rogers and more information at  
www.lakewoodcity.org/news.  »

Census 2020
Every ten years, every person in the United States is counted through the census.  
The census serves many vital functions from how congressional districts are mapped 
to how much federal funding comes to government organizations like schools. 
Currently, California schools receive over $7 billion in federal funding, with over $3 
million coming to the ABC Unified School District.  Census numbers are used to 
allocate, monitor, and evaluate education programs.

With the importance of the census, the District encourages all of our families to 
participate in this year’s count.  Participating in the 2020 Census ensures that the 
community has fair representation in the United States House of Representatives 
and confirms the number of votes attributed to the Electoral College.  Census data 
will also be used by the State of California to redraw State Assembly and Senate 
district boundaries.

It’s important to note that the goal of the census is to count everyone living in 
the United States, regardless of immigration status.  The information received is 
kept confidential, and the Census Bureau cannot release any identifiable information 
about individuals, households, or businesses to other agencies, including law 
enforcement.

The census will be easy to take.  You need to complete a short survey online.  If 
you don’t have access to a computer, you can use one at a library or other Census 
Questionnaire Assistance Center.

Let’s make sure we are all counted in the 2020 Census.  You can find out more about 
the 2020 Census at www.californiacensus.org or www.census.gov.  »
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Generosity During the 
Holidays

There are so many groups who 
supported the District’s families during 
the holiday season.  Special thanks to 
both the Virginia Womens’ Golf Club 
and Mr. Dandy of Dandy & Friends. 
With the support of the ABC Education 
Foundation, the Virginia Womens’ Golf 
Club raised over $700 in gift cards 
while also donating new clothing for the 
District’s homeless families.  Mr. Dandy, 
a longtime supporter of our schools 
in Hawaiian Gardens and Lakewood, 
surprised students at Hawaiian ES with 
toys, books, and gift cards.  This activity 
was supported by L.A. County Supervisor 
Janice Hahn and ABCUSD School Board 
Member Chris Apodaca.  »
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